
Resources for Catholic Teachings on. . . 

Peace 

…justice, right reason, and the recognition of man's dignity cry out insistently for a cessation to the arms race. The stock-

piles of armaments which have been built up in various countries must be reduced all round and simultaneously by the 

parties concerned. Nuclear weapons must be banned. A general agreement must be reached on a suitable disarmament 

program, with an effective system of mutual control. 

—Pope John XXIII, Peace on Earth – 1963 encyclical.  

• Read the US Bishop's 1983 Pastoral Letter The Challenge of Peace 

• Papal encyclicals, and the Pope's World Day of Peace messages are available at www.vatican.va 

• To read about local and national Catholic peace efforts go to www.paxchristiusa.org 

• Suggested books include:  

o Chacour, Elias — Blood Brothers: The Unforgettable Story of a Palestinian Christian Working For Peace in 

Israel, Chosen Books 2003 

o Ferguson, John — The Politics of Love: The New Testament and Nonviolent Revolution Fellowship of 

Reconciliation, Surry, England 1977 

o Dear, John — Put down Your Sword: Answering the Gospel Call to Creative Nonviolence Wm. B 

Eerdmans Publishing Co., 2008 

Migration 

Christian commitment to immigrants draws strength from Christ's love, which is Good News for all human beings. Thus, 

the Church works to ensure that every person's dignity is respected, the immigrant is welcomed as a brother or sister, 

and all humanity forms a united family which knows how to appreciate with discernment the different cultures which 

comprise it. Jesus reminded us "I was a stranger, and you welcomed me." 

—Pope John Paul II, Message for World Migration Day, 2000.  

• Read the US Bishop's Letter – Strangers No Longer – published in 2003 (Click here). 

• Read about the five principles of immigration reform from the U.S. Bishops (Click here). 

• Read an Education for Justice article on Catholic Social Teaching. 

• Other resources can be found at Catholic Charities AZ and Justice for Immigrants. 

For more information on catholic teaching about migration go to the US Bishops' Conference sponsored web 

site Justice for Immigrants at www.justiceforimmigrants.org. 

Poverty 

Prayer to Reduce Poverty 

Good and Gracious God, we pray for your assistance in alleviating the pain and needless struggles of our 

brothers and sisters in need. Working together and with your grace, we know that each person deserves and 

should have affordable housing, adequate food, health care, and economic security. Loving God, we know that 

whatever we ask, in your name, it will be granted to us. So help us in trying to alleviate poverty, and may our 

efforts give you praise and be a sign of your kingdom on earth. 

Amen. 

From a Judeo-Christian perspective, poverty means that the covenant with God has been ruptured. Our 

relationship with God is not in right order, and the injustice of poverty and extreme inequality cries out for 

change. Among the moral values that should govern our analysis of poverty are the following: human dignity, 

the common good, human rights, and the option for the poor. 



Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me. 

—Matthew 25: 40  

Visit Catholic Charities USA to find publications about poverty in the U.S. 

Things You Can do to Address Poverty 

1. Pray for those whose lives are impacted by poverty. 

2. Use scripture to deepen your understanding of poverty. 

3. Familiarize yourself with Catholic social teachings on the poor. 

4. Educate yourself about poverty in your community and in the United States. Read Poverty in America: A Threat 

to the Common Good and other facts. 

Care for Our Common Home 

      In 2015 Pope Francis published the encyclical Laudate Si, inviting all to consider our shared responsibility to care for 

the earth as good stewards of God’s gift.  In On Care for Our Common Home (Laudato Si') Pope Francis addresses "every 

person living on this planet" for an inclusive dialogue about how we are shaping the future of our planet. Pope Francis 

calls the Church and the world to acknowledge the urgency of our environmental challenges and to join him in 

embarking on a new path. This encyclical is written with both hope and resolve, looking to our common future with 

candor and humility. 

 The Catholic Climate Covenant supports and complements USCCB’s Department of Justice, Peace and Human 

Development and the bishops’ Environmental Justice Program and offers resources for study and action. 

Social Justice Web Links 

o Diocese of Phoenix, Catholic Relief Services. 

o Information and links to the Catholic Campaign for Immigration Reform sponsored by the US Conference of 

Catholic Bishops. 

o Two thousand Catholics and other people of faith have gathered in over 40 states to articulate shared principles 

about building a culture of life, promoting economic justice and peace, establishing foreign policy rooted in 

global solidarity and caring for God's creation. Catholics In Alliance for the Common Good offers articles and 

opportunities to advocate for Catholic values in our political system. 

o Equal Exchange offers fair trade coffee, tea, chocolate, cocoa and snacks. 

o Catholic Relief Services provides information and resources on relief work around the world. 

o Catholic Campaign for Human Development. 

o Bread for the World Institute provides policy analysis on hunger and strategies to end it. The Institute educates 

its advocacy network, opinion leaders, policy makers and the public about hunger in the United States and 

abroad.  

o Network, a Catholic leader in the global movement for justice and peace educates, organizes and lobbies for 

economic and social transformation. 

o Word & World is a school, a celebration, a movement. Through week-long gatherings, each rooted in a different 

city, this "moveable institute" seeks to provide education, training, and capacity-building for Christian disciples 

dedicated to the work of social transformation. 

o The Community of Saint Egidio began in Rome in 1968 with a group of high school students who wanted to take 

the Gospel more seriously. Today it is a movement consisting of over 40,000 Christian laypeople in more than 60 

countries throughout the world. The community sponsors works of charity and justice while rooted in daily 

prayer. 

o Catholic Charities USA Campaign To Reduce Poverty – Poverty in America is a moral and social crisis that 

threatens the health and well-being of our country. It's time to renew our commitment to action on behalf of 

the poor and vulnerable. 

o Justice section of the online Theology Library of Spring Hill College includes documents on social issues from the 

Vatican and U.S. Bishops as well as articles on social issues. 



o The Catholic Climate Covenant supports and complements USCCB’s Department of Justice, Peace and Human 

Development and the bishops’ Environmental Justice Program. 

 

 


