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Parish Leadership in Transition at St. Andrew the Apostle

by Father Robert Aliunzi AJ

As I prepare to leave St. Andrew the Apostle as its pastor by the end of this May, I do so with mixed emotions. This is because having 
served in this parish for the last six and half years, I have grown to love you my parishioners more and more. During this period, 
I have baptized numerous babies and adults, confirmed others, wedded many more, and sadly also buried many of our family 
members. I also had the opportunity to console the bereaved, anoint the sick and counsel the brokenhearted. All these things will 
leave me with treasured memories which will be impossible for me to forget.

Some of you might be wondering how this new assignment came about when everything seems to be running so well. This new 
assignment was a result of my decision to begin a process of transitioning from my Religious Order of the Apostles of Jesus to fully 
become a priest of the Diocese of Phoenix. This means that when the process is complete, I will now only serve in the diocese of 
Phoenix whereas as an Apostle of Jesus missionary I can be assigned anywhere else in the world.

Why then can I not remain pastor here at St. Andrews while this process is going on? Well, contractually, St. Andrew was given to 
the pastoral care of the Apostles of Jesus missionaries (to which I will eventually not belong), it is therefore required that during this 
process I should leave the community of the Apostles of Jesus and an Apostle of Jesus Priest be appointed as pastor to replace me 
to fulfill that contract. That is why Fr. Teilo an apostle of Jesus priest was named as pastor and Fr. Nicholas Koro, another Apostle of 
Jesus priest, was assigned to join the community.

Was this a difficult decision for me to make? I want to point out that this decision was not easy; it took years of discernment and 
prayers before I finally made it. However, as the process of my incardination is not yet concluded, I am not at liberty to go into what 
informed my decision to make that change at this point in my life. What I can say is that I am at peace with this decision.  I am also 
at peace with my new assignment by the bishop to my new diocesan parish, Our Lady of Mount Carmel, because I consider it as an 
expression of God’s will. I always believed that obedience to a lawful authority is obedience to God. 

My new assignment to Our Lady of Mount Carmel is as a Parochial Vicar, which is basically an assistant to the pastor. During this 
time, I will have the opportunity to know and love my new community and make the necessary adjustments while awaiting the 
process of my incardination take its course.

When I came to St. Andrew as pastor, I repeatedly reminded you my parishioners that my job as I saw it was to lead all of you to 
heaven. To what extent I have succeeded in doing this, I leave that to God to judge. But regardless, the most reliable and impeccable 
vehicle to achieve this lofty goal according to me has always been through the Eucharist. That is why during my tenure, the first 
strategic goal of my five-year parish pastoral plan was FOCUS ON THE EUCHARIST. The first phase of this goal was achieved by 
moving the tabernacle which was not easily visible in our main Church to the prominent center of the Sanctuary where it is located 
currently. This slowly began to bring more reverence to the Eucharist in the tabernacle and in the entire Church than ever before. 
Then we slowly introduced more and more adoration opportunities in the course of the week and some seasonal weekends. We are 
now in the process of creating a perpetual adoration chapel. There may be other positive achievements realized during my tenure as 
pastor such as bringing the community spiritually closer to each other, creating the stewardship Council which is also responsible for 
this periodic wonderful newsletter etc. But the focus on the Eucharist is by far my most significant achievement. 

Some of you have been asking me what happens with E3 Africa in all these changes. E3 Africa as a non-profit is not affected at all. 
In fact, Fr. Teilo has pledged to continue to support it alongside Grow Haiti’s Children under the parish’s Global Outreach Program. 
The better news regarding E3 Africa is that despite the closure of schools in Uganda for the last two years, E3 Africa’s high school 
St. Thomas Aquinas College opened its doors this year to 400 students. So, through your prayers and support, God’s blessings are 
continuing to be poured out upon those children with amazing results.

Finally, St. Andrew, as I soon leave you for my new assignment, I ask for forgiveness from those of you who I might have unknowingly 
hurt through some of my decisions as pastor. Know that on my part, I leave you with nothing but clean a heart and abundant love. 
My last word to you is to always be the friendliest and most welcoming parish in the valley which I have always proclaimed you to be 
(if not, OLMC might outdo you in the very near future!!!). In order to be able to maintain this and soar even higher, I implore you to 
continue with the devotion and reverence we have built towards the Eucharist over the years. Let the Eucharist continue to be the 
center of who you are at St. Andrew thereby making the FOCUS ON THE EUCHARIST as your perpetual goal in all that you do here at 
our parish. And please, love and support your new pastor and his brothers, Fr. Edward and Fr. Nicholas Koro AJ. They are very good 
priests.

St. Andrew, I love you.

Father Teilo Becomes Pastor 
by Brian J. Tindell
  

Father Teilo Lwande AJ will 
become the new pastor of St. 
Andrew the Apostle when Father 
Robert Aliunzi AJ departs for 
his new position at Our Lady of 
Mt. Carmel.  Fr. Teilo says he 
was not surprised by news of 
the change in leadership.  “Any 
priest is prepared to take on new 
responsibilities when they are 
called,” he says.  “Every day is our 
first day, our last day and the only 
day we have on the assignment.”  
Yet, he describes the transition as 
“bittersweet” because Fr. Robert 
was just beginning to achieve the 
great things he had planned.
Fr. Teilo does not see a great 
challenge in assuming the role 
of pastor.  “I do see a grave 
responsibility, which is to 
continue what any priest and 
every pastor does, which is to 
care for the souls of parishioners 
and the temporal goods of the 

church.”  He describes his role 
as, “leading myself and the 
parishioners closer to Christ.”
What has he learned from 
working with Fr. Robert?  “Fr. 

Robert has taught me that a 
leader should point the flock in 
the right direction and outline the 
path for them to follow, be the 
first person to follow on the same 
path and make sure no one is left 
behind.”  What will Fr. Teilo’s role 
in Religious Education be going 
forward?  “That is a trillion dollar 
question,” he says.  “Pastors serve 
as chief liturgists and oversee 
faith formation in their parishes 
and in the unique position I find 
myself in, God will lead me.”  
When asked if he has a special 
message for the people of the 
St. Andrew, Fr. Teilo refers to 
Fr. Robert’s favorite saying, 
“A family that prays together 
stays together and a parish that 
focuses on the Eucharist grows 
stronger and holier.”  He goes on 
to say, “I want everyone to know 
that they all belong.  As a Roman 
Catholic Parish of St. Andrew the 
Apostle, our parish community 
is our spiritual home where we 
belong.”  
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Thank you Father Robert and congratulations to Father Teilo.  
You are both in our prayers.

May their loving devotion to your Son Jesus in the Eucharist and to Mary 
His   Mother be the twin fountains of fruitfulness for their ministry.

         
      - From St. John Vianney’s Prayer for Priests

 



Perpetual Adoration Update
by Susan Zeck
In his first letter to St. Andrew’s parishioners 
this year, Father Robert identified his New Year’s 
resolution for the parish: To establish a truly 
Perpetual Adoration Chapel.  Here is a review of the 
progress that has been made toward his goal.
The Adoration Chapel was moved to its new, more 
private, location at the end of January.  It can be 
found on the southeast campus in the building 
just west of the parking lot, at the first right off the 
breezeway.  More renovations are planned to be 
done; it is a work in progress for the greater glory of 
God.
Hours of exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
were increased last summer to include first 
Fridays and first Saturdays, daytime hours in the 
chapel.   Beginning in March for Lent, the hours 
were increased again to every Friday and Saturday 
including that overnight.  Attendance was good, 
so that schedule will continue for now and is listed 
below.  Hopefully, people will keep visiting with Jesus 
and more hours can be added as we prepare for 
Perpetual Adoration.
You can sign up on the parish website or call the 
office or just walk into the chapel and sign in the 
attendance book. You will then receive texts, email 
reminders, or Flocknotes each week to confirm your 

hours in the chapel and to get updates, as needed.   
Deacon Chito Zamora and his wife, Bea, have been 
personally inviting parishioners to become adorers 
or “guardians of the Holy Eucharist.”
Bea reports receiving very positive feedback, “It has 
been heart-warming to hear people say how easy it 
is to be with Jesus.” She relates a mom’s experience 
there with her three sons, who said, “We walked out 
feeling holy and awed to be in His presence.”  It is an 
amazing experience to be face to face with Jesus.
The Eucharistic Adoration Team (EAT) provides 
written information in the weekly parish bulletin 
under the heading of Adoration Corner (Team 
Jesus), which offers facts, inspirational messages, 
and quotes about Eucharistic Adoration and 
encouragement to sign up for a Holy Hour.
Current Adoration Hours:
In the Church: Every Wednesday beginning after 
the 8:30 am Mass, ending with Benediction at 6pm, 
before the 6:30 pm Mass.
In the Chapel:  Every Friday and Saturday beginning 
after the Friday 8:30am Mass, when Jesus (in the 
Host) is taken to the Adoration Chapel, continuously 
until He is returned to the Church at 4:45 pm prior 
to the 5pm vigil Mass on Saturday.
Please consider becoming a part of Team Jesus.  Try 
it for one hour a week!

PERPETUAL ADORATION
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Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament is the living heart of each of our parishes.  
         
          - Pope Paul VI

 

Parish Profile:  Don Crawford

by Brian J. Tindell

Deacon Don Crawford has been a 
cornerstone of St. Andrew the Apostle 
Parish for many years.  His journey to his 
ministry in the Catholic Church has been 
a long and unusual one.  He was born 
and raised in the farming community of 
Concordia, Kansas.  He was first raised in 
his father’s Methodist church, but when 
Don was only four his father passed 
away.  He was then brought up in his 
mother’s Lutheran faith.  He was active in 
Scouting, where he earned the Lutheran 
Pro Deo et Patria medal and became an 
Eagle scout.  

He spent a semester at the Air Force 
Academy then went to the University 
of Kansas where he earned a degree in 
electrical engineering.  A job offer from 
General Electric brought him to Arizona 
in 1966.  His career went on to include 
things like working on the U.S. military’s 
worldwide command and control 
network, a stint at Samaritan Health, 
and then president of his own consulting 
company.  He worked in data processing 
and earned an MBA along the way.  He 
was married before moving to Arizona 
but it ended after 29 years.  He also fell 
away from the church over time.

He remarried and his new bride Marilyn 
served as a Eucharistic minister at St. 
Timothy in Mesa.  She asked him to 
attend Mass with her.  One day she 
found him in church in tears and asked 
him what had happened.  He simply 
replied, “I’m home.”  Don had been 
friends with Catholics and had a close 
friend who became a priest.  He had 
even studied Latin, so the Catholic faith 
was familiar.  He recalled a passage 
from the Book of Revelation, Chapter 3: 
“Be hot or cold, don’t be lukewarm,” he 
remembers.  “I’m cold.  God slapped me 
upside the head with a 2x4 and asked 

what are you doing?”

Don entered the RCIA program and was 
confirmed in 1995.  His and Marilyn’s 
first marriages were annulled and their 
marriage was consecrated in the Catholic 
Church.  “She saved my soul,” he says of 
Marilyn.  He immediately felt a calling to 
the diaconate and entered training right 
away.  He’d been attending a weekly 
Bible study led by a deacon and felt 
a calling to reach out and evangelize 
people who knew they were nowhere 
near perfect.  Perhaps they would be 
inspired by his story.  

Marilyn attended every class with 
Don throughout his training and he 
was ordained in a ceremony in 2000 
held at St. Andrew.  He ministered at 
St. Timothy and was employed by the 
parish as director of liturgy.  He went 
on to serve as parish manager and later 
as finance director.  Seeking a change, 
he left St. Timothy and was offered a 
position at St. Andrew.  He wanted to 
talk to then-pastor Father John Coleman 
about the opportunity.  “It will be a short 
conversation,” said Father John, “because 
I need you here.”

Deacon Don performed baptisms 
and marriages and served at Mass, 
something he still loves to do, particularly 
proclaiming the Gospel.  He became 
seriously involved in Funeral Ministry.  
Queen of Heaven cemetery in Mesa 
frequently calls on him to conduct 
funerals for families who want a Catholic 
service but not a Mass.  Often these are 
families who have drifted away from the 
Church.  He sees this as a ministry of 
evangelization because he represents the 
Church to the family and hopes to draw 
them back.  He sometimes conducts two 
services a week.  Last year, he performed 
fifty funerals and 140 burials.  

Don has seen some difficult situations 
in his career as a deacon.  Once a man 
walked into St. Timothy and said he 
was considering suicide.  Don spent 
extensive time talking with him and 
guiding him back from the brink.  On 
another occasion, he was called to 
Desert Samaritan Hospital because a 
woman was giving birth to a stillborn 
baby.  The family wanted a baptism 
for their child.  The parish serving the 
hospital refused since the Church does 
not conduct baptisms for the deceased.  
Don answered the call and went to the 
hospital.  He met with the grandparents 

and counseled them.  He consoled the 
parents.  The mother was holding the 
stillborn baby but the father refused to 
hold him.  Don held the baby in his arms, 
prayed and then handed the child to his 
father who finally embraced him.  He 
told the family about the “baptism of 
desire,” meaning that since the parents 
had intended to baptize their baby 
they should consider the child baptized 
already.  He was able to serve as the 
Church’s presence in a devastating time 
for a family.

“About 15 percent of pregnancies end 
in miscarriage,” says Don, and Queen of 
Heaven cemetery has a special section 
for stillborn and miscarried infants.  Don 
conducts funerals for them.  There is 
not much more he can do in these crises 
except remind the family “God loves all 
of us.”  “All you can do is comfort,” he 
says, and let the parents know it is not 
their fault.   

The biggest problem the Church is 
facing, says Don, is the number of people 
leaving the Catholic faith.  And it’s not 
just young people.  He believes we need 
to find ways to reach outside the Church 
and touch lives.  He’s not sure if everyone 
realizes that evangelization is the 
responsibility of every Catholic.  “How do 
you show outside of church that you are 
a Christian?” he asks.  “Does it end at the 
parking lot after Mass?”  Once Father Joe 
Hennessy asked the congregation if they 
waved to others in the parking lot. Don 
added, “and do you use all five fingers?”

Don is a fifth-degree black belt in Aikido, 
a martial art he has been studying for 
over forty years.  He has even taught it 
and hopes to do so again once pandemic 
concerns are behind us.  He sees a 
Christian element in Aikido because it is 
focused on taking the opponent’s energy 
and turning it back on him.  It seeks to 
subdue an opponent without harming 
him.  

Don just recently turned 79.  His wife 
Marilyn has three children who were 
raised Episcopalian.  Don’s own two 
sons were never baptized, which 
weighs heavily on him.  He has three 
grandchildren and three great grandkids.  
A deacon technically must retire at age 
75 but never really retires.  After that age 
he serves at the pleasure of the parish 
pastor.  Don loves touching people’s 
lives, serving the Church, and sees no 
end in sight.   

PARISH PROFILE:  DON CRAWFORD
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MARCH LEADERSHIP RE-
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SAINT JOSEPH STATUE
St, Joseph Statue

by Dorie Rivera

It was an announcement from Pope Francis that inspired Father 
Robert to bring the St. Joseph statue to our sanctuary. “I had 
been thinking about the statue for our sanctuary since I first 
came here because I noticed of all the statues, the St. Joseph 
statue was actually not there,” said Fr. Robert.  When Pope 
Francis named 2021 to be the year of St. Joseph, Fr. Robert went 
to work to research and start the process of installing a statue at 
St. Andrew.

The year 2021 marks the 150th anniversary of St. Joseph being 
named the Patron of the Universal Church.  Pope Francis 
describes him as “a tender and loving father, an obedient father, 
a courageously creative father,” and a symbol who was clearly 
needed at the height of the Covid-19 pandemic.  

Fr. Robert sees St. Joseph as not only the husband of Mary and 
head of the family but one who will bring many blessings and 

protection to St. Andrew.  After much research he found the 
most inspirational statue in Peru.  Due to Covid there were 
transportation issues that delayed the arrival of the statue for 
a year.  It was finally installed on March 19, 2022, the Feast of 
St. Joseph.  It was placed with the help of Dr. Glenn Watercott, 
Chairman of Pastoral Council and his wife, Barb.  They were 
instrumental in making it possible for the church to acquire the 
statue, and Fr. Robert wanted to honor them by having them 
place the statue in its resting spot.

The statue is placed in its own alcove where it completes the 
Holy Family – near Mother Mary and Our Lady of Fatima.  It 
is a spot that caught Fr. Robert’s eye one day while he was 
saying morning prayers.  “Parishioners are happy and excited 
about the statue,” says Fr. Robert.  “People sit in front of the 
statue and bring flowers just as they do to Mother Mary.  Every 
devotion and every expression never goes in vain. Not only will 
St. Joseph’s presence be an inspiration to fathers, but he adds to 
the beauty and Catholicism of our church.”

KNIGHT’S CORNER
by Darren Weninger

Ultrasound as a tool for obstetricians was invented in the mid-
1970s. They could predict which babies were breech to prepare 
for a more difficult delivery. Like so many other forms of 
technology, the precision and detail became extremely precise. 
When the decision was made to allow abortions to take place in 
America, none of the Supreme Court Justices had ever seen an 
ultrasound picture of a baby. Today, the ultrasound picture is 
the most common FIRST PHOTO in baby albums.

The Knights of Columbus have developed increasing support 
for mothers who are struggling with a very personal and painful 
decision after unexpectedly becoming pregnant. St. Andrews 
Knights of Columbus (K of C) council has partnered in the past 
with four other local parish councils to raise funds to purchase 
ultrasound machines for crisis pregnancy centers in Arizona. St. 
Andrews has hosted each of these events, shared by members 
of Mesa’s Resurrection and Queen of Peace and Tempe’s Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel K of C councils. 

In facilities providing abortions, ultrasound is used primarily 
for dating the length of the pregnancy. Parents are charged 
more for abortions done later in pregnancy. To set pricing for 
an abortion, Arizona Law requires providers using ultrasound 
to offer the mother a picture print of the ultrasound. They 
are not required to hear the baby’s heartbeat. The provided 
picture can be any black and white image from the ultrasound 
– back, shoulder, blurry skin image. Crisis pregnancy centers, 

using donated ultrasound machines, allow mothers to hear the 
heartbeat and see the image of the baby. 80% of mothers who 
see and hear these images will carry their baby to be adopted or 
taken into families. 

At this year’s “Ultrasound Dinner”, Stephanie Gray, 
administrative director for Aide to Women’s Center, spoke 
openly of the extreme fear being experienced by the women 
who come to them for help. To this mother this truly is a ‘Crisis”, 
and they are welcomed, listened to and provided support. 
Support can include food, housing, pregnancy care, adoption 
resources, etc. The common goal is “CARE”. 

The National Knights of Columbus recently celebrated the 
donation of the 1500th ultrasound machine. They will match 
dollar for dollar all funds raised to purchase our Arizona 
ultrasound machines for pregnancy centers. With 197 donors 
attending our celebration and more than 200 donors not in 
attendance, $13,500 was raised that will be doubled to $27,000 
for the purchase and training of on-site ultrasound service for 
mothers in crisis. 

10 very special gift baskets were drawn, 8 special olive wood 
sculptures and art were sold, and a special 
dinner for 8, prepared and donated by Fr. 
Robert, added to the fun. Planning is already 
in progress for our February 2023 event with a 
goal of $18,000 to be doubled by National K of 
C for another Arizona Crisis Pregnancy Center.

FIRST COMMUNION



THE MEMORARE
A History of the Prayer
by Susan Zeck

The Memorare is often attributed to St. Bernard of 
Clairvaux (1049-1120) and although he had a deep 
devotion to Mary, he is probably not the author.  It 
is part of a much longer prayer found in the 15th 
century, titled, Ad sanctitatis tuae pedes dulcissma 
Virgo Mary, (“At your holy feet O sweet Virgin 
Mary”) by an unknown author.

Sometime in the 16th century, the short prayer 
was separated from the long text.   It was a 
“poor priest,” Father Claude Bernard (1588-
1641) who strongly promoted this shorter 
version.  He believed that through the Memorare, 
Mary’s intercession saved his life and he used 
it extensively in his ministry to the imprisoned, 
the sick, and the poor.  Father Bernard had over 
200,000 copies of it made as leaflets in various 
languages for distribution to anyone who needed 
Our Blessed Mother’s intercession.  His name 
became truly associated with the Memorare. 

Mariology historians suggest that it became a case 
of mistaken identity in assigning authorship to the 
prayer because, apparently, at some point it was 
assumed that Father Bernard was St. Bernard. 
 
It was one of the first Catholic prayers to gain 
popularity in the English language. In 1846, Pope 
Pius IX granted a partial indulgence to the faithful 
who earnestly recited this prayer. 

The Memorare gained even more popularity after 
St. Mother Theresa called it her Flying Novena.  
She would recite the prayer ten times in a row, 
nine for the Novena and once more to thank Jesus 
and Mary for granting her request, as she was so 
confident that they would!  This Express Novena 
was also referred to as her Secret Weapon and 
she reported many favors granted because of it.

It is considered to be a very powerful intercessory 
prayer.  Try it out.  Mary will be listening, ready to 
approach her Son with your requests.

Remember,
O most gracious Virgin Mary,

that never was it known
that anyone who fled to thy protection,

implored thy help
or sought thy intercession

was left unaided.
Inspired by this confidence,

I fly unto thee,
O Virgin of virgins, my mother;

to thee I come, before thee I stand,
sinful and sorrowful.

O Mother of the Word Incarnate,
despise not my petitions,

but in thy mercy, hear and answer me.
Amen.

MARION MISSIONARIES
Marion Missionaries of Divine Mercy

by Susan Zeck
Marian Missionaries of Divine Mercy (MMDM) is a very active 
ministry at St. Andrew. Their mission statement reads in part: 
“We consciously and deliberately aim to win the whole world 
for God and prepare it for the Lord’s final coming as quickly as 
possible.”  Wow! Let’s find out what they do.   

The group had their first official meeting in December 2015, 
facilitated by Margie Kesler, who remains the coordinator today.   
She is a retired school administrator and has an amazing 
story of her spiritual journey.  There are about 40 registered 
members with over 25 of them being active participants. 

They meet at 7pm on the first Tuesday of every month for 
business matters and they get together several times each week 
for prayer and activities.  Performing spiritual and corporal 
works of mercy is a main focus of this ministry.

The MMDM are an outreach group of Father Michael 
Gaitley’s Hearts Afire Parish-based Program in Stockbridge, 
Massachusetts. There is a commitment process for official 
membership, which is recommended but not required.  That 
includes completing certain retreats/classes as described in 
Father Gaitley’s Missionary Handbook.  Most of St. Andrew’s 
group have completed every retreat more than once!

Margie is the facilitator of these retreats, which are regularly 
offered at St. Andrew’s Adult Ed Center on Monday evenings 
and Tuesday mornings.  There is always something new to learn 
and a beautiful fellowship develops among the participants.  
MMDM are always recruiting new people to join in as part of 
their own evangelization commitment.

The next class is going to be the Consecration to St Joseph by 
Father Donald Calloway, MIC, beginning on May 16th to June 
21st.  Watch for notices about new sessions in the bulletin and 
Friday Flash.

They also host a spiritual book club, which meets at noon on 
the third Tuesday of every month. The book selections include 
popular modern authors, classic theologians, saints, and 
mystics. Margie provides the discussion questions. It’s a great 

way to keep on learning more about our faith. The current book 
is Theology and Sanity by Frank Sheed.

Someone in the class is always working on a Blessing Mat, which 
is crocheted using strips of plastic grocery bags. It’s a time-
consuming task, but very much appreciated by the homeless 
who use them as sleeping mats.  These are distributed through 
the Caring Ministry’s Good Samaritans and St. Vincent DePaul 
downtown campus.  Collection of socks, underwear, t-shirts, 
flashlights, and blankets for the homeless is an ongoing project 
throughout the year.

Many MMDM members are involved with the 40 Days for Life 
campaign and pray outside of Tempe Planned Parenthood, per 
the parish schedule. They also plan the liturgy and sponsor a 
Mass for miscarried children every year, and host a fun-filled 
Father’s Day celebration for our priests every June.

In addition to all these extra-curricular activities, they are 
very involved inside the Church too. A MMDM representative, 
usually Libby Bender, leads the Divine Mercy Chaplet after every 
weekday Mass.  Margie leads the Rosary, Divine Mercy Chaplet, 
and Litany to St. Joseph beginning at 10:00 am every Wednesday 
in front of the Blessed Sacrament in the Church. They pray for 
our country, for peace in the world, and for personal intentions.  

The group began doing the Divine Mercy Stations of the Cross 
during Lent every Friday at 3pm and decided to keep up that 
practice year-round and include the Divine Mercy Chaplet and 
the Chaplet of the Precious Blood of Jesus. “Feel free to join us 
for any of these prayer sessions!” Margie invites.

They also arrange for the May Crowning of Mary in the Church 
and when possible, lead the Fatima procession and Rosary 
through the campus or neighborhood around the 13th of the 
month, especially in May and October.

If something comes up at the parish that requires a quick prayer 
response, MMDM will often be called upon to fulfill the need.  
They are prayer warriors!

Now you know what they do to fulfill their mission and live their 
faith.  Please join in.  Walk-ins are always welcome!
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Top left
Margie Kesler leading class

Top right
Tracey Dingess & Hyasmin 
Csantos taking a break 
crocheting blessing mats

Bottom
Table group in class, 33 Days to 
Merciful Love
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RESPECT FOR LIFE
Respect for Life 
by Gerald Lee
The greatest destroyer of peace 
today is the cry of the innocent 
unborn child.
For if a mother can murder her 
own child in her own womb, what is 
left for you and for me to kill each 
other?
In 1979, Mother Teresa was 
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize 
“for her work for bringing help 
to suffering humanity.” The 
above two quotes were taken 
from Her acceptance speech. 
Mother Teresa’s words were very 
prophetic!
Jill McCabe of the AZ Life Coalition 
states that there are 117 parishes 
in the Diocese of Phoenix of 
which approximately 33 have 
Respect for Life Ministries (“RL”). 
St Andrew the Apostle (“SATA”) is 
one of the 33 parishes. 
The RL ministry at SATA was 
started about 6 years ago when 
staff member, Barb Lishko, 
reached out to Tara Schaefer. 
Tara in turn invited Libby Bender 
and also Kimberly Helfenbein to 
join her in leading this ministry. 
The first event held by RL was a 
bake sale in the parish courtyard. 
Since that time, the ministry has 
grown and is now very active 
under the leadership of Tara, 
Kim and Libby. There are no 
regularly scheduled meetings. 
All communications are via 
emails, pulpit announcements, 
or the weekly Sunday bulletin 
announcements.  There are now 
approximately 160 people on the 
RL email list. The emails focus in 
on getting the word out about the 
many activities, events, programs, 
speakers, movies, and books 
regarding abortion. RL activities 

include but are not limited to the 
following:
40 Days for Life/Planned 
Parenthood. SATA RL members 
pray on Wednesdays twice a 
year with the 40 Days for Life 
(40 DFL) Fall and Spring weekly 
campaigns, as well as on the 
second Wednesday of each 
month throughout the year for 
the new 40 DFL 365 campaign. 
Visit 40daysforlife.com/Tempe for 
more information and then get 
involved. 
AZ Right to Life March. This event 
occurs every 2 years, in January, 
on the anniversary of Roe vs 
Wade. RL provides a bus, in which 
60 people, are transported from 
SATA to downtown Phoenix to 
participate in the march, which 
also features songs, prayers and 
speakers like Abby Johnson and 
Bishop Olmsted.
Other RL ministry activities. RL 
has hosted and participated in 
the annual Day of Remembrance 
Mass in September for ALL the 
innocent lives lost to abortion. 
Every October, which is Respect 
for Life month, RL displays 
thousands of white crosses by 
hanging them in our church 
courtyard. Each Lenten season, 
RL leads Stations of the Cross 
during a Friday using Pope John 
Paul II’s Scriptural Way of the 
Cross for Life. RL also conducts 
Pro-Life Rosary rallies, Christmas 
Caroling in front of PPH, baby 
bottle and diaper drives for 
several pregnancy centers, as 
well as hosting and promoting 
numerous Pro-Life movies, books, 
and speakers.
The following are RL 
recommended sources/
organizations to turn to for 
additional information that 

encourages and arms people in 
the campaign to end abortion:
Rachel’s Vineyard. A safe place 
for men and women to renew, 
rebuild, and redeem hearts 
broken by abortion. Weekend 
retreats offer a supportive, 
confidential, and non- judgmental 
environment where men and 
women can express, release, and 
reconcile painful post abortion 
emotions to begin the process of 
restoration, renewal, and healing. 
See the flyer, at the end of this 
article, regarding an upcoming 
retreat. 
Students For Life. A non-profit 
started in 2006 with the mission 
to build and become the voice 
of the Pro-Life generation. Its 
focus is on growing the number 
and quality of Student for Life 
groups on college, high school, 
and graduate campuses. Today, 
Student for Life has become 
one of the leading pro-life 
organizations in the world.
Live Action. Live Action was 
started by President Lila Rose 
from her family’s living room 
when she was 15 years old. Live 
Action is a 501(c)3 human rights 
non-profit and the digital leader 
of the global pro-life movement. 
With over 5.6 million social 
media followers and 1.4 billion 
lifetime video views, Live Action 
reaches up to 100 million people 
per month - saving lives and 
transforming hearts. Through 
compelling educational media, 
human interest storytelling, 
and investigative reporting, Live 
Action reveals the humanity of 
the pre born and exposes the 
abortion industry exploiting 
women and families for profit. 
Go to liveaction.org for more 
information.
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RESPECT FOR LIFE (CONT.)
Supreme Court Review of Roe vs Wade. A very hot 
issue! This summer SCOTUS will review the 1973 
landmark decision, which ruled that the constitution 
protects a pregnant woman’s right to abortion. RL 
will be busy sharing information about this review 
and the decision it reaches and suggests that 
Parishioners who are not already signed up email 
respectlife@standrewchandler.com to get on RL’s 
email list to receive these communications. And 
always pray!
It is not surprising that Tara, Kim, and Libby have a 
wish list for what they would like to see happen at 
SATA. Some of their wishes are below.
Parishioner awareness of the MANY resources 
available to MOTHERS in CRISIS.  For example, many 
do not know that there are no “unwanted babies”. 
Safe Haven Laws exist in every state where a mother 
can leave a newborn baby at a hospital or fire 
station and not be prosecuted. Experts estimate that 
there are between 1 and 2 million couples in the US 
seeking to adopt babies.  
More youth involvement in Respect for life. Libby 
stated, “our kids need to be encouraged to be 
lifelong learners of our faith.” Respect for Life, 
love of our fellow human beings is a foundational 
principle of our faith.
More men involved in Respect for Life. Men, take an 
active role. Tara, Kim, and Libby know that men have 
been told for most of their lives that abortion is a 
women’s issue, but the protection of life is a HUMAN 
issue.
Mother’s Lifeline.  This is an outreach ministry that 
most parishioners don’t know exists at SATA. It 
exists to meet the needs of mothers of infants and 
toddlers, who are in a crisis situation. Its mission is 

to be a part of a community support network for 
mothers of limited economic means. Donations of 
disposable diapers, diaper wipes, cribs, strollers, 
etc. are available through Mother’s Lifeline. Contact 
the parish coordinator of Caring Ministries for more 
information. Additionally, our Good Samaritan Food 
Pantry is also there to help.
REMEMBER - Respect for Life isn’t just about the 
unborn baby. There is also a need for greater 
awareness that Respect for Life also encompasses 
all human issues, such as, abuse of women and 
children, euthanasia, capital punishment and 
homelessness.
Many thanks and prayers need to go out to Tara, 
Libby, and Kim for their commitment and leadership 
with the Respect for Life ministry. These ladies are 
all married with children, working either part time 
or full time. They are active in their faith. They are 
truly examples of Stewardship by living their faith 
and giving of the time, talent, and treasure. Not 
surprisingly however, they humbly deflect credit for 
the growth of RL to the support they’ve received at 
SATA, especially from Fr. Robert, staff member, Barb 
Lishko, the Knights of Columbus, and the Marian 
Missionaries of Divine Mercy. No matter, this is a 
very active and important ministry, and we all need 
to be engaged and committed to it. 
“The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is that 
good men should do nothing” (unknown)
Please pray, fast, and become involved in our RL 
ministry.
And the King will answer them, ‘truly I tell you, just as 
you did it to the least of these who are members of My 
family, you did it to me’. Matthew 25:40
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About the retreat 

Some Symptoms of  Post Abortion Trauma 

 Rachel’s Vineyard Retreats 

A Rachel’s Vineyard retreat is a chance to get 
away from the daily pressures of work and family. 
Through a supportive and non-judgmental process 
you will be able to focus on the pain you have ex-
perienced. You will enter the grieving process and 
identify how your abortion may be affecting you. 
Your suffering is transformed through discussion, 
spiritual exercises, Reconciliation, a Memorial 
Service and a Mass of Entrustment. The weekend 
is intense and emotional, but yields a fruitful har-
vest for all who attend. There is HOPE.  

For more information about  
Rachel’s Vineyard National 

call l-877-HOPE-4-ME 
 

or visit www.rachelsvineyard.org        
for other retreat dates & sites 

 

All inquiries are Confidential 

Mesa/Phoenix:    
 

March 25-27, 2022 
July 8-10, 2022 

 
 

Registration & Information:  
 

Karen 480-329-6795 / karenord.rv@gmail.com 
Kristi 480-721-0590/kristihillier@gmail.com  

Wendy 480-298-3245 / awendysorauf@yahoo.com  
 

***** 
Retreat fee includes meals, room & retreat materials.   

Space is limited.  
 

Phoenix/Spanish retreat contact info:  
 

Josephina 602-402-0867 &  Judith  623-205-7812 
 

**** 
 

Mantle of Hope 
 

Monthly healing group is also available.  
Meets on Saturday mornings; 9:30-11am  

Karen, Wendy (above) or Tiana 623-293-8176  
Call / text for more info & to rsvp    

Rachel's Vineyard Phoenix                                                                     

2022 Retreat Dates 

Bouts of crying     
Depression     
Guilt     
Intense grief/sadness    
Anger/rage   
Emotional numbness    
Eating disorders    
Sexual or intimacy 
problems 

Lowered self-esteem 
Inability to forgive self     
Drug/alcohol addiction                             
Nightmares/sleep disorders   
Suicidal urges                                    
Difficulty with relationships  
Flashbacks                                    
Anxiety/panic attacks 

Participation is strictly confidential and offers a beau-
tiful opportunity to experience God’s love, forgiveness 
and compassion. Married couples, mothers, fathers, 

grandparents and siblings of aborted  
children, as well as persons who have been involved 

in the abortion industry have come to Rachel’s  
Vineyard in search of peace and inner healing. 

 

Come share & heal with us... 
If you are a woman or man suffering from the emo-
tional and Spiritual pain of  abortion, come experi-

ence the healing Love of Jesus Christ. 

FEAST OF CORPUS CHRISTI
Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and 
Blood of Christ

by Charlie Johnston

The Feast of Corpus Christi, or more 
formally known as The Solemnity of the 
Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ, is 
one of the most important feast days and 
celebrations in the entire liturgical year. 
In fact, it is so important that it’s one 
of only five occasions where a bishop 
is required to be in his home diocese 
unless for grave reasons he cannot be 
there. This solemnity is focused on the 
real presence of Christ in the Eucharist 
and is often an occasion for Eucharistic 
adoration and processions.

History of the celebration

This solemnity originated in France 
in the mid 1200s and was instituted 
by the local bishop at the insistence 
of Saint Juliana of Liège. At that time, 
bishops could institute solemnities in 
their local dioceses.  Saint Juliana had 
persistently asked the local bishop to 
do so after she had visions of Our Lord 
as told by Pope Benedict XVI in a 2010 
general audience, “When Juliana was 16 
she had her first vision which recurred 
subsequently several times during 
her Eucharistic adoration. Her vision 
presented the moon in its full splendor, 
crossed diametrically by a dark stripe. 
The Lord made her understand the 
meaning of what had appeared to her. 
The moon symbolized the life of the 
Church on earth, the opaque line, on the 
other hand, represented the absence 
of a liturgical feast for whose institution 
Juliana was asked to plead effectively: 
namely, a feast in which believers would 
be able to adore the Eucharist so as 
to increase in faith, to advance in the 
practice of the virtues and to make 
reparation for offenses to the Most 
Holy Sacrament.” And so, Bishop Torote 
acquiesced after initial hesitancy and the 
feast inspired much veneration of the 
Eucharist in the diocese of Liège.

Jacques Pantaléon of Troyes was serving 
as an archdeacon in the diocese.  The 
archdeacon was much impressed and 
won over by the merits and fruits being 
born by this new feast day, and he 
himself made it a feast of the universal 

church when he later became Pope 
Urban IV.

Maybe by coincidence, or divine 
providence, Pope Urban was in residence 
at his summer retreat in Orvieto Italy 
in 1263 when one of the most famous 
Eucharistic miracles of all time took 
place. In the nearby town of Bolsena, a 
priest who was traveling on pilgrimage 
to Rome was celebrating mass when he 
admitted to having doubts about the 
real presence of Christ in the blessed 
sacrament.  At that very moment the 
host he was holding in his hands while 
saying the words of Christ at the last 
supper began to bleed. This blood 
dripped onto the corporal (the small 
white linen in the altar) and was rushed 
to the Pope in Orvieto cathedral, where 
it can still be seen stained with blood 
on display. Even though the Pope was 
impressed with the feast and had 
intended to institute it across the whole 
church, he had forgotten for the first 
years of his papacy.  Just like the Pharaoh 
forgot about Joseph and his dream 
interpretation until reminded of it, the 
Pope was inspired to have the Thursday 
after Trinity Sunday on the next year 
1264 dedicated to The Body and Blood 
of Our Lord (in todays calendar it is often 
transferred to the next Sunday in most 
dioceses).

At Orvieto with Pope Urban IV was Saint 
Thomas Aquinas who was tasked with 
writing the prayers, songs, and liturgy 
for this great celebration, many of which 
we still know and use today almost 800 
years later. When we hear the song 
Pange Lingua sung on Holy Thursday and 
Corpus Christi we should think about the 
millions of Catholics over the last 750 
years that have sung those exact same 
words to Our lord.

Pope Urban said that although every 
Mass includes a recounting of the last 
supper and Christ’s words at that table, 
by which the Eucharist was instituted 
there should be a day set aside to focus 
our attention on the Eucharist. He also 
recognized that while Holy Thursday 
was established in the liturgical life of 
the church, there should also be a focus 
on the intimately connected institution 

of the priesthood.  So, a separate day of 
Eucharistic focus was right and proper.

“We should celebrate continuously the 
memory of this memorial, because the 
more frequently his gift and favor are 
looked upon, so much the more firmly 
are they kept in memory. Therefore, 
although this memorial Sacrament is 
frequented in the daily solemnities of the 
Mass, we nevertheless think suitable and 
worthy that, at least once a year…a more 
solemn and honorable memory of this 
Sacrament be held. This is so because 
on Holy Thursday, the day on which the 
Lord himself instituted this Sacrament, 
the universal Church, occupied with the 
reconciliation of penitents, blessing the 
chrism, fulfilling the Commandments 
about the washing of the feet and many 
other such things, is not sufficiently 
free to celebrate so great a Sacrament.” 
– Pope Urban IV, Transiturus de hoc 
mundo

Corpus Christi is an opportune time to 
learn more about the church’s teachings 
and beliefs on the Eucharist. The most 
important thing to remember is the 
final line from Urban IV’s Bull, that we 
are always to remember that we don’t 
digest the Eucharist to make it become 
part of our bodies like regular food, but 
are elevated and taken into His body to 
become “partakers of the divine life” as 
Saint Peter said in his second epistle.

“As he was about to ascend into 
heaven, he said to the Apostles and 
their helpers, I will be with you all 
days even unto the consummation of 
the world. He comforted them with a 
gracious promise that he would remain 
and would be with them even by his 
corporeal presence. Therefore, he gave 
himself as nourishment, so that, since 
man fell by means of the food of the 
death-giving tree; man is raised up by 
means of the food of the life-giving tree. 
Eating wounded us, and eating healed 
us. Thus, the Savior says, My Flesh is real 
food. This bread is taken but truly not 
consumed, because it is not transformed 
into the eater. Rather, if it is worthily 
received, the recipient is conformed to 
it.” – Pope Urban IV
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NATIONAL NOVENA
Sunday, Oct. 30 – Monday, Nov. 7

in prayerful preparation for the election

Prayer to Mary, the Immaculate Conception,
Patroness of the United States

Most Holy Trinity: Our Father in Heaven,
who chose Mary as the fairest of your daughters; 
Holy Spirit, who chose Mary as your Spouse;
God the Son, who chose Mary as your Mother,
in union with Mary we adore your majesty
and acknowledge your supreme, eternal dominion
and authority.

Most Holy Trinity,
we put the United States of America
into the hands of Mary Immaculate
in order that she may present the country to you.
Through her we wish to thank you
for the great resources of this land
and for the freedom which has been its heritage.

Through the intercession of Mary,
have mercy on the Catholic Church in America.
Grant us peace. Have mercy on our president
and on all the officers of our government.
Grant us a fruitful economy,
born of justice and charity.
Have mercy on capital and industry and labor.
Protect the family life of the nation.
Guard the precious gift of many religious vocations.
Through the intercession of our Mother,
have mercy on the sick, the tempted, sinners
– on all who are in need.

Mary, Immaculate Virgin, our Mother,
Patroness of our land, we praise you
and honor you and give ourselves to you.
Protect us from every harm. Pray for us,
that acting always according to your will
and the will of your divine Son,
we may live and die pleasing to God. Amen.

Imprimatur: +Patrick O’Boyle, Archbishop of Washington, May 8, 1959.
Mosaic of the Immaculate Conception © Basilica of the National Shrine
of the Immaculate Conception. Used with permission.


