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Deacon Chito’s Homily
October 16, 2022

History was not exactly my 
favorite subject in school. I was 
okay with it, but there were just 
always so many dates and years to 
memorize. There was Christopher 
Columbus in 1492, the Declaration 
of Independence in 1776, the 
moon landing in 1969; so many 
dates to remember, and most 
of it just seemed so irrelevant. 
Although, I was almost 7 years old 
for that last one; so, at the very 
least, I did learn that the moonwalk 
was invented by Neil Armstrong, 
and not Michael Jackson.

Now that I am quite a bit older, 
I have come to appreciate that 
those are some of the historical 
events that have shaped us into 
the people and the culture that 
we have become. That is why 
they matter. Decades from now, 
people will be looking back over 
our generation, and they will be 
getting a clear picture of who we 
really are, right now in the year 
2022. And to be honest, it is not 
all good. Some might even call it 
embarrassing. There are so many 
things that we could list at this 
point, but there is one that clearly 
stands out for me right now. 

Ever since the Supreme Court’s 
Roe v. Wade ruling in 1973, we 
have basically allowed some 70 
million unborn children to be 
killed, over the course of around 
50 years. We have even given this 
evil some creative names, like 
health care, personal freedom, 
or even reproductive rights. 
You have undoubtedly noticed 
the nearly 2400 white crosses 
hanging in our courtyard this 
month. That is the typical number 
of unborn children killed in the 

United States each day. 2400... 
each day; for the last 50 years! It 
really is quite a sobering thought. 

On a much more positive note, 
though, here is a new date for 
each one of us to memorize: June 
24, 2022. That was when Roe v. 
Wade was overturned, restoring 
each individual State’s authority 
to decide for itself whether or not 
to legalize abortion on demand. 
While this was obviously not as 
big a step as we would like, it is 
nevertheless a very important 
small step. This will be a date 
our children’s children will be 
memorizing because it marks the 
day when our country stopped 
being defined, on a national level, 
by how we have mistreated the 
weakest and the most vulnerable 
among us. Hopefully, by then, 
we will have learned to recognize 
and acknowledge the dignity of 
all human life, and will have more 
laws in place to help protect life, 
instead of seeking to destroy it. 
I, for one, am glad to have lived 
long enough to see the reversal 
of what easily could have become 
our most shameful legacy. I doubt 
that any of us would want to be 
remembered as the generation 
who had the least regard and 
the least respect for human 
life. Finally, for a change, I don’t 
mind memorizing a historical 
date at all: June 24, 2022. 

Of course, our battle is far from 
over, and this is not the time for 
us to relax. The battle is simply 
moving to a more local level. 
This is only the beginning of our 
journey back to restoring a culture 
of life, as Saint John Paul II put it. 
We are still invited to keep doing 
everything we can to promote 
respect for all life, whether young 
or old, born, or unborn. We cannot 

allow any violence of any kind, 
whether against unborn children, 
older children, or even against our 
neighbor standing or sitting next 
to us, to be our new normal. There 
is simply nothing normal about it. 
So how do we accomplish this? 

First of all, we are reminded to 
remain faithful to what [we] have 
learned and believed, because 
[we] know from whom [we] 
learned it. God himself, from the 
very beginning, made it clear that 
we are called to choose life, not 
death—not just for ourselves, 
but for everyone around us. 
Remaining faithful to this 
commandment means that we do 
not let our guard down, nor do we 
walk away from the battle for life. 
And while promoting life requires 
some level of political action and 
civic involvement, we must not 
forget that our struggle, as Saint 
Paul explains, is not with flesh and 
blood but with the principalities, 
with the powers, with the world 
rulers of this present darkness, 
with the evil spirits in the heavens. 
Because of this, prayer is, and will 
always be, our most powerful and 
most effective weapon against 
any evil that we face. When 
Joshua fought against Amalek 
and his army, he found that he 
was waging a losing battle, except 
when Moses prayed fervently for 
him and for those with him. We 
are fighting essentially the same 
battle now, and we need those 
prayers to keep right on coming. 

Decades of prayers to reverse 
Roe v. Wade have been offered, 
and they have been a crucial 
and invaluable part of the pro-
life work that so many have 
undertaken across the country 
for so many years. Many of those 
who have been doing this work 
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are actually right here in our own parish. For such a 
long time, we seemed to be fighting a losing battle; 
but now, we are beginning see the true power 
of faith, coupled with persistent and persevering 
prayer. We really are making a difference! 

Some of our lawmakers have finally been prompted 
to take some first steps to correct and to amend our 
past mistakes. Now let us see if we can keep them 
moving in the right direction, on all levels. Even the 
dishonest judge in our Gospel parable today was finally 
convinced to render a just decision, because of one 
very persistent person, in his one small town. Imagine 
what we can accomplish if we all stepped up and spoke 
out in unison to defend life! There is so much more to 
be done, and we absolutely need to be in this together. 

Of course, the best news is that we do not fight this 
battle on our own. Our help is from the Lord, who 
made heaven and earth. God is on our side, and 
he will never let us down! God will not be slow to 
answer; instead, he will see to it that justice is done. 

That is his promise, and we know that we count on it. 

The changes and corrections that we see today 
may appear to be small but, over time, they will be 
followed by other changes for good. Even now, we 
look at past generations to get a better idea of who 
they were, and where they had been. Our history 
is being made right here, right now, and we are all 
a part of it. When future generations examine us, 
will they find a culture of life, a culture of faith, and 
a culture of prayer? Or will they find something 
else? It is really up to each one of us to decide. 

Then there is also the much larger and much more 
important question: When Jesus, the Son of Man 
comes, will he find faith on earth? I think he will, as 
long as we continue, as Saint Paul also said, to rejoice 
in hope, endure in affliction, and persevere in prayer. 
We already know that we will eventually win this battle. 
We just need to make sure that we don’t give up. 

DEACON CHITO’S HOMILY (CONT.)

 A society will be judged on the basis of how it treats its weakest members; and 
among the most vulnerable are surely the unborn and the dying.

          - St. John Paul II
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SAINT NICHOLAS

Saint Nicholas
by Gerald Lee

I recently found a copy of Matthew Kelly’s book 
titled Rediscover the Saints: Twenty-five Questions that 
will Change Your Life.  I have always found Matthew 
Kelly’s books to be insightful and thoughtful. In 
addition, I love reading about the saints. Chapter 21 
especially caught my attention—“Holding Christmas 
in Your hearts. What can you learn from the real 
Santa.” Matthew begins this chapter by telling us 
how different people are at Christmas, “being more 
cheerful and lighthearted, thoughtful and generous.” 
Christmas is only weeks away, it seemed appropriate 
to share some of this chapter and to provide a 
little bit of information about St Nicholas gathered 
from My Catholic Life and stnicholasjoliet.org. 

“St. Nicolas is the man behind the celebrated 
tradition of Santa Claus, the most well-known 
Christmas figure after Jesus and the Three Kings. 
Santa Claus’ mysterious nocturnal visits to lavish 
children with gifts at Christmastime is not a 
tradition whose origin is lost in the midst of history. 
It is a tradition firmly rooted in Christianity.” 

St. Nicholas was an early 3rd-4th century Christian 
bishop in the Ancient Greek city of Myrna. He is said 
to have been born in the Greek seaport of Patara, 
Lycia, the only child to wealthy parents. “His parents, 
who raised him to be a devout Christian, died in an 

epidemic while Nicholas was still very young. As a 
youth he was forced to live a ‘sad and lonely life’ as 
an orphan. As he grew up, he decided to devote his 
entire life to the service of God, doing good works for 
his fellow man. Obeying Jesus’ words to ‘sell what you 
own and give the money to the poor,’ Nicholas used 
his whole inheritance to assist the needy, the sick, and 
the suffering. His constant kindness and charity were 
bestowed on everyone, especially to children whom he 
gathered around him, instructing them in the Word of 
God and delighting them with many little gifts. He was 
made Bishop of Myra while still a young man. Bishop 
Nicholas became well known for his generosity.” 

The damaged fresco painting seen on the top of this 
page is from a side chapel of Saint Saba, a church 
dating from the 700s in Rome. The fresco shows the 
famous legend of Nicholas dropping a gift into the 
house of three poor girls who are sleeping. This gift 
afforded them a dowry, and thus the ability to marry, 
saving them from a life of shame. This story is the 
origin of the gift giving associated with Santa Claus. 

Matthew Kelly tells of growing up with his seven 
brothers and how his dad loved Christmas. He loved 
setting up the Christmas tree, decorating, attending 
Midnight Mass, and Christmas dinner. As a young 
boy, his family was too poor and never was able to 
celebrate Christmas. He loved his eight boys and 
took great delight in celebrating Christmas. It wasn’t 
until after Matthew’s dad died that he heard stories 
of things his father did to help the less fortunate. His 
dad knew what it was like to be poor and never forgot. 

Matthew Kelly reminds us that Santa Claus comes 
once a year; “St Nicholas did something everyday to 
demonstrate the generosity of God to the people of 
his time. Fifteen hundred years before Dickens wrote 
his play, Nicholas of Myrna was living out the central 
lesson of A Christmas Carol: to honor Christmas 
in your heart each and everyday of the year.” 
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Father

St. Nicholas brought the joy and generosity of 
Christmas to people all year round.  Fill us with 
the spirit of Christmas and inspire us to share 
that spirit with others every day of the year
Amen
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UNIQUE BOUTIQUE
The Unique Boutique Success 
Story
by Susan Zeck

The 30th Anniversary of St. 
Andrew the Apostle Parish Unique 
Boutique was a wonderful success.  
Hennessey Hall was transformed 
into a beautifully decorated 
bustling marketplace.  There were 
60 talented vendors offering an 
eclectic variety of homemade 
goods for the shopper’s pleasure. 
The Bake Shop featured a huge 
array of holiday confections.  Sales 
were brisk and there were a lot 
of happy customers.  Christmas 
music added to the ambiance.

The aroma of fresh kettle corn 
filled the courtyard and wafted into 
the hall.  The Knights of Columbus 
had their famous burgers and 
brats cooking and ready to serve 
in the courtyard.   You could see 
people filling out their raffle tickets 
everywhere, hoping to win one of 
those amazing raffle baskets on 
display at the entry and on the 
stage.  It looked like people were 
really enjoying the fellowship 

and the total festive experience.  

There were 64 incredible 
raffle baskets. One beautifully 
decorated wreath holding $1000 
worth of gift cards was also offered 
in a separate raffle.  This year, 
parishioners donated gift cards for 
the baskets, which added so much 
to their value. The drawings began 
at 1:30pm on Sunday, November 
6th.   Excitement filled the air as 
winning names were called out.  
Phone calls were made to those 
not present and prize baskets are 
still being claimed in the office. 
There must be 65 happy winners!

300 dinner tickets were sold for 
the Preview Night on Thursday, 
November 3rd. The weather 
interfered a little with some 
blustery skies and rain earlier 
in the day and it got cold, but 
it was dry when dinner was 
served.  The tables looked 
lovely, decorated with beautiful 
holiday centerpieces.  The dinner 
itself, cooked by our Knights of 
Columbus, was scrumptious with 
chicken Kiev, mashed potatoes, 
green beans, rolls, and drinks. 

The delicious dessert of fresh 
apple slices with caramel, nuts, 
chocolate chips, and sprinkles was 
made and donated by Barb Lishko.

The Unique Boutique co-chairs, 
Joan Dayog and Lisa Hattula, 
did a fantastic job of planning, 
arranging, organizing, and getting 
it done for this huge fund-raising 
event for our parish.  They spent 
hundreds of hours at the campus 
and at home working on these 
tasks. There were also many other 
volunteers who contributed to the 
success of this event, including 
the Knights of Columbus, Boy 
Scouts, kids and teens from 
Faith Formation and Life Teen, 
the parish staff, and countless 
other generous parishioners 
sharing their time, talent, 
and treasures. Thank you all!

It was truly a parish community 
project accomplished by so many 
dedicated volunteers who love 
their church.  Thank you, Father 
Teilo, Father Edward, and Father 
Nicholas for your support (and 
shopping!).  Now, we look forward 
to next year’s Unique Boutique!  
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The Dream of the Kolbe Mission
by Brian J. Tindell

Kevin Starrs has been involved in 
prison ministry in the Diocese of 
Phoenix for almost 30 years and 
currently serves as director.  He 
visits inmates in jails and prisons 
around Maricopa County and as 
far north as Kingman.  A prison visit 
usually includes scripture readings 
and communion for Catholics 
seeking a bit of hope behind 
bars.  Kevin also coordinates 
a network of volunteers who 
visit prisoners regularly.

Kevin grew up in the Catholic faith 
in Window Rock, Arizona.  His 
father was a deacon.  He was a star 
athlete but carried a secret with 
him for years; he was addicted 
to marijuana and used the drug 
compulsively three times a day.  
When he studied at Arizona State 
University, he connected with his 
Catholic faith by attending the 
Newman Center and became 
involved in Boys and Girls Clubs, 
but he was still using marijuana.  
To fight his addiction, “I buried 
myself in the faith,” he says.  “I took 
everything the faith had to offer.”

Joining St. Timothy’s parish in 
Mesa, Kevin prayed, attended 
mass, went to confession, and 

ventured off to retreats.  He 
could not break his addiction but 
worked at it for years.  Before 
going on one retreat, he fasted 
for a week and felt he achieved a 
breakthrough, but it was still a long 
road before he was truly free from 
drugs.  His experience gave him 
more empathy for the inmates he 
works with.  Substance abuse is a 
major reason why many people 
wind up behind bars.  Kevin has 
worked with inmates and ex-
convicts, some of them for 20 
years.  He’s a very tenacious man.  

Some men he worked with 
asked if there was any addiction 
recovery center based on Catholic 
spirituality.  Kevin knew there 
were secular treatment places 
and those modeled on Protestant 
teaching, but no Catholic centers.  
Four years ago, he asked four of his 
ministry volunteers to pray about 
the idea.  A week later, Kevin was 
in a meeting with Bishop Thomas 
Olmsted and he mentioned 
the concept of a Catholic 
rehabilitation center.  “There’s 
one in Alabama,” the Bishop 
immediately answered.  “You have 
to go down there and check it out.”

Kevin and his team visited the 
center near Birmingham, located 
in a large home that had been 
donated to the church.  Recovering 
addicts did chores during the day 
then recited the rosary as they 
walked to dinner.  Impressed, they 
returned and reported to Bishop 
Olmsted.  The Bishop asked, “Why 
don’t you start one here?”  The 
Diocese of Phoenix would donate 
forty acres of open land it owned 
near Grand Canyon Junction, 
about 30 miles north of Williams.   

Kevin brought more people into 
the project.   They formed a non-

profit corporation and named 
it after St. Maximilian Kolbe, 
the Polish priest who died at 
Auschwitz after taking the place 
of another prisoner who had 
been condemned to death.  The 
Kolbe Mission’s board of directors 
includes men who have spent 
time in prison and dealt with 
the challenge of addiction.  They 
hired an architectural company to 
create a design and approached 
Coconino County about a permit 
to start construction.  The 
area is zoned for housing, so 
the Mission will need a special 
permit granted by the county.

The concept behind the Kolbe 
Mission is a refuge for 20-25 men 
who are dealing with addiction.  
Anyone seeking help there would 
first have to undergo detox 
treatment to become free of 
drugs.  They would be allowed 
to spend a week at the Mission 
to see what it’s like, then go 
home and reflect on whether or 
not it is the right place for them.  
Residents at the Mission would 
have chapel every morning that 
would include scripture readings 
and prayer.  They would spend 
some of their day working on the 
grounds and running the facility, 
including preparing all the meals.  

After work there would be time 
for recreation, dinner and therapy 
based on a twelve-step recovery 
program.  A priest would be 
available for Mass and confession.  
A stay at the Mission would last a 
year, followed by transition back 
home where volunteers in a local 
parish would help the person 
re-enter regular life.   The Kolbe 
Mission would be a men’s facility, 
but Kevin Starrs sees other 
centers opening in the southwest 
including facilities for women.  
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KNIGHT’S CORNER
From the Council Newsletter: 
Mother Teresa
Dear Brother Knights of the Eucharist, 

My wife and I watched the KofC produced movie on 
Mother Teresa last week, “Mother Teresa: No Greater 
Love.” I hope it comes to theaters again because more 
people need to see it. Actually, everybody should see 
it. There will be no true justice, no end to racism, to 
sexual abuse, to the violence against persons, to the 
self-abuse of addictions, there will be no peace until 
we as individuals and as nations see and value the 
inherent dignity of the human person created in the 
image of God, not only in others but also in ourselves. 

In her address to the dignitaries present when she 
received the Nobel Peace Prize, Mother Teresa 
stated, “The greatest destroyer of peace today 
is the cry of the innocent unborn child. For if a 
mother can murder her own child in her own womb, 
what is left for you and for me to kill each other?” 

Mother Teresa was the world’s most credible witness 
for a culture of life precisely because she saw the face 
of Christ in those she served. Many of you have heard 
of Mother Teresa’s “dark night of the soul,” which 
lasted 50 years. This was a period when she never felt 
the consolation and affirmation of God’s presence 
interiorly. What I saw in her life story though, was 
that she was never without Jesus. In every face she 

touched, every sore she bandaged, everybody she 
bathed, every hungry mouth she fed, she was seeing 
and touching Jesus. I think that was her consolation. 

How did she do it? How do all the Missionaries of 
Charity do it every day, with a smile, with joy? They 
begin every day in adoration. They begin every 
day receiving the Eucharist. Mother Teresa said, 
“I can’t do this work without having the Eucharist 
every day.” We see this connection in the film—the 
connection between Jesus present in the Eucharist 
and Jesus present in the poorest of the poor. 

In the first minutes of the film, we hear Mother 
Teresa say something like, “unless you see Jesus 
in the Eucharist, you won’t see him in the faces of 
those you serve. Then we are just social workers.” 

I urge you therefore brother Knights of the Eucharist, 
spend some time with Jesus. When you receive him at 
Mass in the Eucharist, talk to him. And let him talk to 
you. For that few minutes after you receive him, don’t 
be thinking about breakfast, or what you’re going to 
do after Mass. For a few minutes you have a most 
intimate connection with Jesus. Don’t squander it. 

Vivat Jesus 
Larry Vosters

KOLBE MISSION (CONT.)
Many challenges are ahead.  Some of the neighbors in 
Grand Canyon Junction are opposed to the construction 
of an addiction recovery center in their area.  There is 
a town hall planned for December to meet residents 
and address their concerns.  The Kolbe Mission still 
needs the special use permit from Coconino County.

Even with a permit in hand, they will need $300,000 
just to create detailed blueprints for construction.  
Then there are the matters of building a three 
and a half mile road from the main highway, plus 
planning for how water will be trucked in to the 
facility.  Kevin says that if this location ultimately 
doesn’t work out, they will look elsewhere.  

Kevin Starrs is nearing retirement, but he sees the 
Kolbe Mission as a lifelong commitment.  There is 
an immediate need to raise money, lots of it.  As 

Father Robert Aliunzi was fond of saying, “The good 
news is we have all the money we need.  The bad 
news is that it is still in your wallets.”  The Mission 
has held some fundraisers and is planning more.  
The effort may take twenty years to cover the 
costs of constructing and maintaining the center.  

Why is the mission named after St. Maximilian 
Kolbe?  He is the patron saint of those suffering 
from drug addiction.  He is also a timeless example 
of Christian sacrifice, love, and persistence.  His 
name was an immediate fit.  “Sometimes you don’t 
pick a saint,” says Kevin.  “Sometimes the saint 
picks you.”  To learn more about the Kolbe Mission 
and to donate, you can visit kolbemission.com.  
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The History and Practice of the Prayer, THE ANGELUS

by Susan Zeck

Praying the Angelus three times a day, at 6am, noon, and 
6pm, has long been a  tradition in the Catholic Church.  The 
church bells would ring and the devout would stop and 
pray.  There is a lot written about this prayer, but since it 
evolved over several centuries, there is not a clear timeline.

The painting, L’Angelus, by Jean Francois Millet portrays a 
French peasant couple piously standing in the middle of a 
field, with their heads bowed in prayer.    A church with a bell 
tower is seen in the distance.  It appears to be twilight and it is 
assumed the bells rang for the evening invitation to pray the 
Angelus.  The scene depicts taking time out of the daily routine 
to pray and give thanks to God, demonstrating the action of the 
prayer.  This painting may be considered as a devotional item. 

The development of the Angelus appears to have started 
in some form from the Liturgy of the Hours, citing an 
11th century monastic custom of reciting three Hail 
Marys at the evening compline bell for night prayers.

There is also a story that St. Francis was influenced by the Muslim 
call to prayer, and this may have inspired him, along with his love 
for the Blessed Mother and the Incarnation, to use the bells to 
call people to pray.  He wanted people to practice daily prayer. 

The Angelus was first documented in Italian by a Franciscan Friar 

Benedetto Sinigardi de Arezzo, who attributed his own vocation 
to hearing St. Francis speak.  He is even considered to be the 
author of the prayer by some references.  The mystery of the 
Incarnation, which was believed to have occurred in the evening 
is the focus of this prayer.  By the mid 1200’s it was recited in 
most Franciscan houses and churches.  In 1269, St Bonaventure 
encouraged the practice of prayer in response to the evening 
bells for the laity. This practice spread throughout Europe.

A rising prayer was added for the morning in the early 1300’s, then a 
noon prayer was added later in that century.  Popes began granting 
indulgences for the prayers and Kings and politics got involved, 
which actually helped track a timeline. The Angelus was published 
in the catechism in Venice in 1560 and became the prayer we know 
today. The morning meditation was for the Resurrection, the noon 
time was for the Passion and the evening for the Incarnation.  
It continued to spread throughout all of Europe and the New 
World.  In 1724, Pope Benedict XIII made it a universal prayer.

The prayer itself is comprised of three antiphons, each 
is a versicle and a response of these three Bible verses:  
Luke1:28 and 38, and John1:13.  The concluding prayer is a 
redemption prayer originally part of a Communion prayer 
from the mid-600’s celebrating the Annunciation.  The 
Angelus has been described as the prayer honoring Mary’s 
“yes” and Christ’s flesh.  It brings people together in prayer.

The bells are designated to ring in certain ways to call the people 
to pray, but the tolls at 6-12-6 are no longer very common here.  
Many churches have kept the practice of the bells only for the noon 
hour.  These bells ring three tolls, pause, three tolls, pause, three 
tolls, pause, nine tolls.  This format represents each of the three 
antiphons and Hail Marys and the nine tolls is for the ending prayer.  

The first radio broadcast of The Angelus from Rome took place 
on August 15, 1954, with Pope Pius XII reciting the prayer then 
giving a pastoral message.  Since 1964, all Popes have prayed 
the Angelus weekly in St. Peter’s Square.  Pope Francis is at 
the window overlooking the Square every Sunday and Holy 
Day at noon when he is not traveling.  He recites the prayer 
in Latin, and he speaks to the crowds in Italian.  His message 
for the week is highly anticipated; it is broadcast, translated 
and published as his Angelus message, posting on the date 
it was given.  We can say that the Angelus is worldwide.

V. The Angel of the Lord declared unto Mary,
R. And she conceived of the Holy Spirit.

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you.
Blessed are you among women,
and blessed is the fruit of your womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners
now and at the hour of our death.
Amen.

V. Behold the handmaid of the Lord,
R. Be it done unto me according to your Word.

Hail Mary, full of grace…

V. And the Word was made flesh,
R. And dwelt among us.

Hail Mary, full of grace…

V. Pray for us, O holy Mother of God,
R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.

Let us pray.
Pour forth, we beseech you, O Lord, your grace into our 
hearts, that we, to whom the Incarnation of Christ, your 
Son, was made known by the message of an Angel, may by 
his Passion and Cross be brought to the glory of His Resur-
rection. Through the same Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE ANGELUS
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Holy Land Tour - October 2022
by Susan Zeck

“Walk in the footsteps of Jesus!”  
“Be surprised by grace.”  “Expect 
to encounter Christ in the 
pathways He walked.”  These are 
statements Nativity Pilgrimage 
Tours uses to promote their 
Holy Land trips.  According to 
the travelers I spoke with, these 
expectations were fulfilled.

A group of 27 eager pilgrims, 
including 20 parishioners from 
St. Andrew the Apostle Church, 
embarked on their 11-day journey 
on October 4th.  This trip had 
been delayed for over two years 
because of COVID restrictions, so 
there was much anticipation to 
finally experience these holy sites.  

Kim Doyle, Coordinator of Special 
Needs Religious Education and 
Coordinator of RCIA, was involved 
in the original planning of the 
trip two years ago.  She was “still 
processing everything” when I 
met with her a few days after 
she returned from her travels.   
Her one-word description was, 
“Surreal!”  Then she added, 
“There were moments that you 
felt like you were touching the 
Divine. This was a firehose of 
information, a biblical reality.”

The itinerary was extensive, even 
exhaustive, but always worth it.  
They visited key locations from 
the Gospels, including Nazareth, 
Bethany, Bethlehem, Jerusalem, 
the Jordan River, Cana, Mt. Tabor, 
the Sea of Galilee, Mount of Olives, 
the Garden of Gethsemane, the 
Via Dolorosa and more.  This 
included many exquisite churches 

and shrines along the way.

Every day was highlighted by 
attending Mass, said by Father 
Robert Aliunzi, at one of the holy 
sites.  The readings for each Mass 
focused on that location.   Kim’s 
“most profound” experience 
occurred during Mass at the 
Tomb of Jesus in the Church of 
the Holy Sepulcher.  She was 
chosen as a reader that day, so 
was able enter the very small 
space next to the altar during 
the Mass.  The rock where Jesus 
was laid is just under the altar 
and she could touch it.  She said, 
“It felt like I was touching Jesus!”

The group was in Jerusalem on 
the first day of the Jewish Festival 
of Booths, which was a fantastic 
learning experience about the 
festival and the Wailing Wall. Just 
to see thousands of Jews descend 
upon the city was pretty amazing 
and it gave the group some 
idea of the crowds that were 
there on the first Palm Sunday.

Kim described another point of 
interest, while visiting the Chapel of 
the Ascension, high on the Mount 
of Olives, where you can look 
across the Kidron Valley and see 
the walls of Jerusalem.  She said, 
“You get in touch with the reality 
of the length of the final journey 
Jesus walked on earth.  You can 
estimate the crowds of people, 
who essentially turned their backs 
on Him.”  It called for a prayer 
of expiation.  The Rock of Agony 
in the Garden of Gethsemane 
was another place where she 
really felt the presence of Jesus.

The Church of the Pater Noster 
is also located on the Mount of 
Olives and it houses the grotto, 
which is believed to be the spot 
where Jesus taught the Our Father 

to His Apostles.  Translations of 
the Lord’s Prayer are found on 
the walls of the Church in 140 
languages.  Kim got souvenir 
copies in Swahili for our priests.

The Church of the Visitation in Ein 
Karem (Judea) is where Mary visited 
with Elizabeth and proclaimed her 
Magnificat prayer, which is written 
in several languages on the walls 
of the church.  The pilgrims also 
went to Nazareth and got an idea 
of how far it was to travel. It is 
estimated that Mary’s journey 
to Elizabeth would have taken at 
least two to three weeks.  Kim adds 
that praying the Rosary is forever 
enriched for her now, “Every 
mystery is covered in what we saw.”

The Church of the Primacy of 
Peter in Tagbha, on the NW 
shore of the Sea of Galilee, was 
another highlight for Kim.  The 
Sea of Galilee is beautiful and 
the story of the Apostles finding 
Resurrected Jesus on the beach 
cooking fish on a charcoal fire is 
one of her favorite Gospels.  She 
finds the comparison of Peter’s 
denial and then Jesus’ forgiveness 
very meaningful to her.

Sister Mary Rachel a missionary 
sister of the Society of Our Lady of 
the Most Holy Trinity accompanied 
her father (from Texas) on this trip.  
She often sang at Mass, which was 
a very uplifting bonus.  Kim said 
that when she sang in Shepherd’s 
Field it was truly like the voice 
of an angel touching them.

In addition to Kim, I also spoke with 
three other parishioner pilgrims:  
Laura Burdick, Mary Quihuis, and 
Pat McGilvray.  They were happy 
to share their trip highlights
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Mary Quihuis had many emotional spiritual experiences along 
the way.  She described one such time at Mass at the cave in 
Shepherd’s Field.  She felt overpowered by the love of God as she 
asked Him for help with her faith. She was also overwhelmed with 
Jesus’ presence in the Church of the Holy Sepulcher, when she 
walked into the prison cell that had held Him during his Passion.

Renewing her Baptismal vows at the Jordan River was also 
powerful. She summarizes her experiences by saying, 
“It’s too incredible to imagine that you are standing in the 
same spots as Jesus and Mary and all the others in the 
stories that we hear.  Now I feel like it’s bigger than that.”

Mary was also impressed with the community that developed 
among their group of pilgrims.  She said that it was beautiful 
to see people sharing and helping with each other and that 
reflected the message that she got from the Church of the 
Visitation.  That message was to take Jesus to everyone you meet.

Matt and Laura Burdick had planned to celebrate their 25th 
wedding anniversary on May 25, 2020, by renewing their 
wedding vows in Cana.  COVID delayed that, but they still got to 
celebrate over 27 ½ years of marriage on this trip and they did 
renew their vows in a special ceremony in Cana. They got to see 
the sunrise while on a boat trip on the Sea of Galilee and they 
floated in the Dead Sea.  The whole venture was a celebration.  
Laura also described it as “surreal” and “a trip of a lifetime.” 

The Mass in the tomb was her apex.  She described the stone 
where Jesus was laid as smooth and shiny, and it became so real 
for her during the Consecration.  She and her husband are doing 
the Bible in a Year studies with Father Mike Schmitz, and this 

helped with knowing some of the history of what they were seeing.

Laura said, “The Stations of the Cross will never be the same 
after walking the Via Dolorosa.”  She feels that she can identify 
landmarks with Scripture now.  She gave an example from 
a recent Gospel where Zacchaeus climbed a sycamore tree 
to see Jesus and she recalled all the sycamore trees in Jericho

Pat McGilvray loved the daily Masses.  The Mass at the Tomb 
was also very moving for her, especially being able to touch 
the slab where Jesus laid.  She felt that walking the Way of 
the Cross on the Via Dolorosa was truly like stepping back 
in time.  She said, “I am still sorting it all out, as it was such 
a blur of activity.”  She did have some difficulty walking 
the stone streets and all the steps, but appreciated the 
assistance from the other pilgrims who were glad to help.

Six of the more adventurous ladies ventured out into the Old 
City of Jerusalem to visit Razzouk Tattoo, a business started by 
an Egyptian Coptic pilgrim family in the year 1300!  They were 
famous for small tattoos of the Jerusalem cross on the inner 
wrist for identification as Christian, to gain safe entry, in times of 
persecution. I saw Kim’s tattoo, which is a very small Jerusalem cross 
with the Christogram IHS in the middle of it, it’s a forever souvenir! 

The scope of this intense 11-day trip is too vast to cover in 
one short story.  There are too many significant places where 
the Gospels come alive, to address even half of them.  The 
memories and spiritual awakenings that these pilgrims 
experienced will last forever.  It truly was a trip of a lifetime for 
them, and it came with spiritual benefits and blessings.  The 
promotions by Nativity Pilgrimage Tours were well-founded.
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ADVENT

Advent: The Nativity and the 
Second Coming

by Charlie Johnston

Advent, the English translation of 
the Latin word adventus, meaning 
“coming,” is often thought of as 
the time leading up to the birth 
of Christ. While this is right, it 
is only half right. The season of 
Advent is a time to prepare our 
hearts and souls for the coming 
of the Messiah.  We wait in spirit 
with the people of Israel as they 
waited for hundreds of years 
for their Messiah, but we also 
prepare and wait for the return 
of that same Messiah. We say 
it every Sunday when we recite 
the creed, “He will come again to 
judge the living and the dead…”, 
but how many times in the day do 
we really stop to think about it?

This is what advent is all about, 
preparation and readiness, both 
for the first and second comings.

The Nativity

Advent used to be more of a 
penitential season, similar to the 
season of Lent, some eastern 
churches still call Advent “Little 

Lent.” Advent has lost much 
of its penitential nature since 
Vatican II.  Although it was only 
penitential through popular 
piety and never officially a time 
of penance, but we can still take 
the time to prepare our hearts for 
the coming of the Savior.  We wait 
in joyful anticipation, much like 
Israel waited all those years for 
the Messiah, we now join them in 
waiting.  In this waiting, we should 
anticipate the coming of Christ 
into our own hearts, the same 
way that He came to the manger 
in Bethlehem 2000 years ago.

The Second Coming of Christ

As I said before, the other focus of 
advent is on the second coming of 
Christ. In my opinion, this aspect 
is even more important because 
it has real eternal implications 
for us, when Christ returns it 
is to judge the nations. As the 
catechism says in paragraph 682:

CCC 682: When he comes at 
the end of time to judge the 
living and the dead, the glorious 
Christ will reveal the secret 
disposition of hearts and will 
render to each man according to 
his works, and according to his 
acceptance or refusal of grace.

Preparing ourselves for the first 
coming of Christ at Christmas is 
more of a memorial, and a symbolic 
waiting, but waiting for the second 
coming is real and imminent.

CCC 673: Since the Ascension 
Christ’s coming in glory has 
been imminent, even though “it 
is not for you to know times or 
seasons which the Father has 
fixed by his own authority.” This 
eschatological coming could be 
accomplished at any moment, 
even if both it and the final trial 

that will precede it are “delayed”.

So, how do we properly 
prepare ourselves for Christ’s 
return?  By picking up our 
cross daily and following Him.

And he said to all, “If any man 
would come after me, let him 
deny himself and take up his cross 
daily and follow me.”  Luke 9:23

The catechism expands 
on this passage from 
Luke in paragraph 1435

CCC 1435: Conversion is 
accomplished in daily life by 
gestures of reconciliation, concern 
for the poor, the exercise and 
defense of justice and right, by 
the admission of faults to one’s 
brethren, fraternal correction, 
revision of life, examination of 
conscience, spiritual direction, 
acceptance of suffering, 
endurance of persecution for the 
sake of righteousness. Taking up 
one’s cross each day and following 
Jesus is the surest way of penance.

Practice the spiritual and corporal 
works of mercy, make it your 
point do at least one each day. 
These works of mercy don’t earn 
you salvation, but they shape 
you more to the will of God and 
make your heart more like His.

We must be repentant and seek 
God while we can. We must 
repent and cooperate with 
God’s grace in our lives, and not 
just during advent, but let this 
season be a reminder for the 
imminent return of our Lord.

Come, Lord Jesus.
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